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The Emu bird belongs to ratite family of flightless birds, native of Australia. The distinguishing features are their small rudimentary wing and a breast-bone with no keel. The average adult weighs approximately 40 to 50 Kgs, is five and half feet tall and has a mop like loose downy feathers that droop in the back to form a tail (Photograph1). The temperment of the bird is docile .The life span is 25 to 35 years. They are hardy birds and readily adapt to various climatic conditions and currently posses no major diseases .Vaccination can be done to protect against Ranikhet disease and Black Quarter Disease. The facilities required to establish a small Emu farm are minimal. Emus can be successfully raised in small pens or larger pastures or a combination of the two (Photograph 2).  Pasture size can range from half acre to two acres per pair of birds. Fencing can be chain link, 2 inch by 4 inch non climb wire .The recommended height is 5 to 6 feet. Care should be taken to remove all foreign metal objects, such as nails from the pen and pasture areas .Such objects can result in gastro intestinal problems and death .The shelter should be designed so that birds must be protected from bad weather .Feeders and waterers should be of open type and kept at chest height of the birds .Fence posts should be on the outside of pen areas.

Emus should be restrained by holding rather than attempting to put any restraining device. Move gently among the bird, taking care to avoid frightening them. The most common way to handle Emu is to approach the bird quietly .Once you are close enough. grab it quickly and firmly from the side or behind by both wings. In chicks and juveniles, there is little difference between the sex organs.
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Emus must receive feed which provide adequate levels of protein , essential amino acids , minerals and energy requirement .Each bird consumes around 500gms to 700gms of feed per day .The ingredients in feed are similar to poultry inaddtion to rock grit , useful for digestion of feed .Water is necessary for well being of birds .An adult bird may go without food for a day or two but shouldn’t go more than few hours without water .Always make sure the birds have plenty of fresh water available .

Well nourished Emu hen begin laying at approximately two years of age .The Emu hen is reproductive for 20 years or more , begin to lay 20 to 50 eggs per year. Production at an early age averages between 5 – 15 live chicks .Emu lays eggs only during winter months of the year from August to December.

During breeding seasons, the adult males strut, grunt, hiss, snap their beaks, puffs out their neck feathers .The females make a thumping / booming sound .During breeding season the adult males and females begin pairing and each pair is to be kept in a separate pen.
The economic value of the Emu is dependent upon the oil, meat and hide .At market age (15 to 18 months), an Emu can yield approximately 5 litres of oil .This oil is unsaturated fat and it is currently being used in skin care products and topical arthritis creams .Emu meat is low in fat and cholesterol .Emu leather is a fine-grained hide that is being used for preparation of leather jackets, belts , handbags etc .Once the slaughter and post-slaughter markets are established , the farming of Emu , may become a successful alternate agricultural business for progressive farmers .
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Sir,
Sub: Y.Ravindra Reddy, Scientist, Livestock Research Station, Palamaner-Submission of article for publication   – Regarding -

I submit to enclose herewith an article on ‘Emu Farming’ for publication in your esteemed journal .Many people approach us to find information on this bird in the farm. 
Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

                                                                                                           Senior Scientist i/c


