Emu (Dromius novaehollandiae), native of Australia, is a newly introduced species into the country for commercial exploitation of oil, meat and skin.

Physical Features:


       It belongs to the family of Ratites. It is the second largest bird next only to ostrich. It has a long neck with relatively small head with a short beak and stands up to height of 5-6 feet with a weight of 40-50kg at maturity. They have fine feathers (twin feathers) all over the body except in neck region. The body is long, slender with stout hard legs with rudimentary wings. It cannot fly but can run very fastly in the open area of the pen. It has air sacs hanging downwards giving peculiar sounds. They are hardy birds suitable to any type of climate.  

Sexing:    

The male and female birds can lea differentiated by vent sexing and also by sounds of air sacs (vocal cords) particularly during breeding season. The male bird gives a hissing sound whereas the female birds give a booming sound.

Housing Facilities: 
The male and female emu birds can lea hawed together in a single large Pen till they attain sexual maturity and 2 ½ year of age. After attaining maturity, the paired birds can be separated and
housed in individual pens. The pen has a cowered area where feed and waterers are placed and an open area for the bird to run freely. If any bird is injured the other birds have the habit of pecking the injured area. Hence injured bird can be separately housed nearer and visible be other birds. They shouldn’t be isolated from other birds. Chain link fencing has to be arranged upto a height of 4 to 6 feet depending on age of birds. The grower birds and the breeding birds are to be housed separately.

Handling & Restraint: 

The birds are to be handled properly without causing injury to the birds or person who handles them as they have strong hocks to kick sideways and front ways. Adult birds can be handled from behind between two legs by holding both the rudimentary wings firmly. The other method is to hold both the rudimentary during tightly and make birds to sit on its haunches. Young grower birds can be held easily by holding the wings and lifting the birds by pressing to persons body for weighing purpose. The person who held the birds shouldn’t make loose, otherwise they start to struggle and kick them.

Feeding of birds:


The birds feed on any grass that is available in its pens i.e., even garika and weeds. Natural’s birds there also take small pebbles, stones for purpose of grinding the food.  It feeds on green leafy vegetables, wastage of carrot, cabbage, cauliflower, cucumber, radish and feed of banana. It will consume 500 gm to 750 gm of concentrates per day during different phase of growth of birds. The feed is almost similar to poultry feed with rock grit for grinding purpose. Crop is absent in these birds. 
Breeding:

            Emus are more active and aggressive during breeding season. The breeding season starts and ends in cooler months of year i.e., November to February. They attain sexual maturity and start laying eggs at 2 ½ years of age. They make more vocal sounds during this season. The colour of the faeces also changes from straw colour to greenish in colour once they start laying eggs in breeding season. During this season, they run in circles for pair formation. The sex ratio should be 1:1 or 1:2 either in Pen mating or flock mating.   

