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Newcastle disease is caused by paramyxovirus type 1, which affects galliforms, passeriforms and psittacines in addition to other families including ratites as reported by Tully et al, 1996. The Emu originated in Australia and belong to family of flightless birds called ratites. Emu farming is well established in Australia and United States of America. Recently Entrepreneur’s and professionals introduced these birds in India for commercial exploitation. No information is available regarding the diseases affecting the Emu birds in India. This paper describes the occurrence of Ranikhet disease in Emu birds present at Livestock Research Station, Palamaner.

History and Observations:

The Emu birds aged about six months were procured and stationed at Livestock Research Station. Initially the birds were not vaccinated against Ranikhet disease since no major contagious diseases occur in Emu except Eastern and Western Equine Encephalitis as reported by Jim Scott (1993). The birds were free of any other diseases till attaining 3 years of age. Suddenly afterwards, 3 birds died within two months showing the symptoms like sitting in one corner of shed, falling and struggling on the ground showing neurological signs before death. One bird showed other symptoms like limping, temperature ranging from 103.6oF to 104.2o F in addition to above observations. Post mortem was conducted at college of veterinary science, Tirupathi. Postmortem lesions were petecchial haemorrhages on tip of proventricular glands, severe congestion with minute ulcers of intestinal mucosa. Since postmortem lesions were suggestive of Ranikhet disease, vaccination was done initially with Lasota vaccine at rate of 4 drops of each intranasally and intra occularly per bird. After four weeks of this vaccine R2B vaccine was given at rate of 1 ml/bird intramuscularly.

Discussion:

The lesions observed in the dead birds on postmortem coincides with findings of Kumaran et al (2002), who reported the occurrence of Ranikhet disease in Emu birds aged about 14 months. 
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