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Bull Dog foetal monster or achondroplasia is uncommon in cattle. Williams (1943) reported the condition in Dexter-Jersey breed of cattle. Roberts (1956) described the condition in both dairy and beef breed of cattle due to inherited lethal genes. Harper et al (1998) reported chondrodysplasia in Australian Dexter cattle. In India, Bull Dog foetal monster condition is reported by Shah (1934), Shanta and Chest (1936), Murthy (1946), Mohanty and Mohanty (1970), Bakshi et al (1987), Narladkar (1991) and Maiti et al (1994). The present case is reported in Punganur breed of cattle. Rouse (1973) reported that occurrence of lethal. “Bull Dog” calves were unusually high in Dexter breed of cattle. 

Clinical Observations:

 







The Bull Dog calf foetus has enlarged swollen head, prominent lower jaw, large and protruding tongue, underdeveloped lower jaw with cleft palate. Eyes and ears are present. The neck appears to be very short and thick. Body of the foetus is small due to very short vertebral column.

            The bull dog calf has a disproportionate dwarfism, a short vertebral column, abnormally        short legs and relatively large head with cleft palate and protruding tongue. The monster in the present report resembled that described by Sane et al (1982) and Baskhi et al (1987) as  bull dog calf  It has also completed full gestation period which is in agreement with findings of Mohanty and Mohanty (1970) and Bakshi et al (1987).

            The weight of the bull is   kg on a against the normal birth weight of Punganur calf of – kgs. The length of the bull dog calf is    cm as against the normal length of    cm. 

Arthur (1964) reported of that the occurrence of the foetal bull dog calves is due to either autosomal recessive genes or uterine environment. Ardell (1955) attributed the cause of bull dog to lethal autosomal recessive genes, where inbreeding is practiced. Bakshi et al (1987) reported inbreeding as a responsible factor that contributed to bull dog calf.    
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