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Concept of community Farming:
     
Small farmers sink under heavy debts and loose their farms and livelihood. The Agriculture sector, particularly the food and cash crop sector performed poorly in recent past needs assistance in solving problems of the farming communities or in securing additional resources which is possible by community farming approach. Under the prevailing conditions, the income from resource from poor single farmer is not sufficient. Thus the concept of farming system can be put into action. The system demands village communities to form communal farming association comprising of individual small farmers who join these associations, headed by village orders/chiefs/ Farmers Clubs etc. This system encourages farmers independence for village communities to work among themselves which makes the system itself very effective. Fifteen per cent of capital from each participating farmer goes to the farming association supporting maintenance of land, micro loan financing of post harvest income generation activities.
Aims and Objectives:

The general objective of the Community farming system is to broaden the economic base of the farming communities. The primary objective of the Community farming system approach is to promote sustained growth, food security and reduction of poverty. 

1. Community farming system result in direct marketing of local processing or value adding to their produce. 
2. Form organized food production, supporting social sustainability. 
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3. The community farming system also has ecological benefits.
4 .By use of organized techniques we are able to improve sustainability for the production  System.          
5. Community farming system result in increased food security and greater community self –  reliance. 
6. It allows the people who are disadvantaged and otherwise have no access to resources to develop social systems that support sustainability. 
7. The communal farming system is a strategy for sustainable rural community development.
8. Demonstrate the new technologies for wider adoption by the farming community
Strategies for Community Farming System Approach: 
            The function of the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Agriculture and Veterinary Universities, Agriculture and Veterinary Research Institutions and Non Governmental Organizations have to develop a model farm created under the field conditions. Agro-processing plants and service centers are to be provided on the farmers model farm so as to disseminate the information in a speedy way. The farmers can regularly visit the model farm and in turn learn about the innovations and discuss their problems. The prime focus of the Research Institutions, Universities and the Non Governmental agencies along with the progressive farmers and other members of the society is to look at the model community farming system model as a center of learning and sustainable production.  
 A conceptual model was developed to integrated new Community farming approach in Figure 1.. The following equation is also developed for understanding the suggestive model.

	                      Input
	                             Output

	Agriculture + Dairy + Fodders +/ Horticulture/Mushroom growing/Sericulture/
Floriculture/Bee keeping/Handicrafts/Cottage level food processing
	More income + Better family utilization + Women involvement + Better Nutrition + Better Home energy + Efficient Recycling


Description of the model:

                    In case of the poor farmers and farmers having rainfed agriculture, the desired inputs cannot be produced at individual level. Hence, a community approach is a must. The land holding size, water and credit source availability are becoming less and in future there is a need to intensify and diversify the farming in small holdings. The model diagrammatically represents the desirable Community farming system approach. Agriculture as a base supplemented with dairy farming and integrating the new technologies will be the key for obtaining maximum output and dairy play a vital role in contributing towards better profit. For this type of farming system, proper education, adequate farm and herd size, physical assets, credit source and good extension programme are basic and intervening variables that are very much required. In addition to this there is now an urgent need to introduce new farming technologies like Vermiculture, Floriculture, and Apiculture and introduce solar energy and biogas for energy utilization on the farm. This will also make the leisure time of farm women and children to actually engage as a whole family in the farming system profits from a unit of land. This can take care of the fodder production, can have a better bargaining capacity and can organize marketing avoiding middlemen.
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